
 



TMV’S LOKMANYA TILAK LAW COLLEGE, 

PUNE. 

Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth (TMV) established in 1921 is recognized by the 

Government of India in the year 1987 as the "Deemed to be University" under 

Section 3 of UGC Act , 1956. We offer programs in multiple disciplines such 

as Ayurveda, Sanskrit, Social Sciences, Modern Sciences & Professional 

Skills, Management, Health Sciences, Law and Distance Education. TMV's 

Lokmanya Tilak Law College was established in 2012 and was approved by 

the Bar Council of India. B.A. LL.B (Five years),  LL.B (Three years) and 

LLM (Two years) courses are offered by the institute. In pursuit of excellence 

our institution aims at not only professionalism but also ethical values and 

social responsibility and hence the curriculum is designed to transcend the 

boundaries of academics to be relevant in the changing corporate and social 

requirements. 

 

ABOUT THE MOOT COURT COMPETITION 

TMV's Lokmanya Tilak Law College endeavors to develop legal acumen 

and research skills of the students and provide a platform to explore emerging 

issues of law. Lokmanya Tilak law College organized the 1st Edition of National 

Moot Court Competition, 2021 on 13th and 14th August, 2021 under the aegis of 

Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, Pune. The Moot Proposition was based on 

contemporary debates on Human Rights and was participated by reputed 

institutions all over India namely, ICFAI University, Dehradun, Jindal Global 

Law School, Maharashtra National Law University, Aurangabad, Gujarat 

National Law University, Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad and so on.The 

event was inaugurated by the Dean of Lokmanya Tilak Law College, Adv. 

Harshad Nimbarkar. The keynote address was delivered by Justice 

Dharmadhikari, former Chief Justice Bombay High Court. 

Two finalist of the Moot Court Competition were VM Salgaokar College 

of Law, Goa and Institute of Law, Kurukshetra University, Haryana. The Final 

Round was adjudged by Senior Advocate Rohan Nahar and Justice Makarand 

Karnik, Judge Bombay High Court. This was followed by Valedictory session, 

where Justice Makarand  Karnik  gave the valedictory address and inspired the 



participants.VM Salgaokar College of Law, Goa came up as the winning team. 

Best Memorial was awarded to memorial drafted by Maharashtra National Law 

University, Aurangabad. Manvi Srivastava, VES College of Law, Mumbai was 

adjudged as Best Mooter. 

The 2nd Edition of Bal Gangadhar Tilak National Level Moot Court 

Competition was held online on 22nd &23rd of April 2022. The Moot 

Proposition was based on the most debatable topic of Marital Rape wherein 

colleges from all around India participated. The Competition was inaugurated 

by J. Ambadas Joshi. The competition was won by Vishwakarma University, 

Pune whereas  Savitha School of Law was the runner-up. The best Mooter prize 

was bagged by Vishwakarma University and the Best Memo award was bagged 

by Govt. College, Trichy. This was followed by Valedictory session which was 

graced by Dr. Vishwambar Choudhary.  

 Now TMV’s Lokmanya Tilak Law College takes immense pleasure in 

announcing the 3rd Bal Gangadhar Tilak National Moot Court Competition 

(Online) 2023.  

ROUNDS OF THE COMPETITION 

The competition will have the following rounds: 

 1. Preliminary Rounds. 

2. Semi Final Rounds. 

 3. Final Round. 

LANGUAGE  

The language of the competition will be English. 

ELIGIBILITY 

1. Students pursuing 3/5 year Law Course are eligible to participate in this 

competition. 

 2. 0nly one team can participate from each institution. 

 

 



TEAM COMPOSITION  

 

Each team of the competition shall consist of the following members-  

Each team shall consist of three (3) members. Teams shall have two 

(2) Speakers, & one (1) researcher 

 

AII the three members of the team, should belong to the same institute. No cross 

teams i.e. members of different institutes/universities, shall be allowed. 

Each team should identify such speakers and researchers at the time of 

registration. The researcher may be permitted to argue as speaker only in case of 

illness or any unforeseen event, but a written permission of the Moot Court 

Convener in such case shall be mandatory. 

There shall be no circumstance whatsoever that a team consisting of more 

than 3 members be allowed to participate. No observer/ additional member 

can be part of a team in any capacity. 

There shall be no substitution of any team member after a team has 

submitted its Registration Form, except with the permission of the Organizers 

DRESS CODE 

The participants shall adhere to following dress code while presenting in virtual 

court room     during the Competition. 

Girls: White Shirt, Black Trouser and Black Blazer and Black Shoes. 

Boys: White Shirt and Black Trouser along with Black Tie, Black Blazer and 

Black Shoes 

 

 
Note: The participating teams shall also adhere to the above- mentioned dress code 

while attending the inaugural and valedictory ceremonies of the Competition. 

 



PARTICIPATION REGISTRATION  

  

In order to confirm participation, teams of every Institute should register 

themselves. Registration fee for every team is Rs. 1000/- (One Thousand 

Rupees Only) The duly completed Google Form for Registration with all team 

details and NEFT must be submitted to the Moot Court Association on or before 

20th of March 2023 by 11:59 p.m. (IST). No change in the names of the 

participants shall be permitted after the receipt of the Registration Form, 

except at the sole discretion of the organizers. All teams shall be given a 

"Team Code" by the Organizers on validation of their Google Form for 

Registration and NEFT. The teams shall use their designated "Team Code" for 

all correspondence with the Organizers. The same team code must be used by 

the teams during the submission of Memorials and during all the Rounds of 

the Competition. 

The Teams have to register via this link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE25EgZAaAS3V9vcxIcoYZl2CuBTPuvxh5i12w

f_TZ3hjz0Q/viewform?usp=sf_link  

 

Account Name and Details for Transfer of Registration fees are given below: 

Name of the Bank: HDFC Bank 

Bank Account No.: 59103111952004 

IFSC Code: HDFC0002844 

Name of the Account Holder: Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth 

Name of Branch: Dhanukar Colony. 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE25EgZAaAS3V9vcxIcoYZl2CuBTPuvxh5i12wf_TZ3hjz0Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE25EgZAaAS3V9vcxIcoYZl2CuBTPuvxh5i12wf_TZ3hjz0Q/viewform?usp=sf_link


MEMORIAL  

The following requirements for memorial must be strictly followed by the 

participants- 

 

1. AII memorials submitted for all purposes of the Competition shall strictly 

adhere to the rules of the Competition. Each Team participating in the 

Competition must prepare one Memorial on behalf of Petitioner(s)/ 

Appellant(s) and one on behalf of the Respondent(s). 

Further each team has to submit only soft copies of the Memorials from 

each side.  

2. Appellant memorials are required to have a Blue cover and Respondent 

memorials are required to have a Red cover. The memorials shall not contain 

any form of identification  apart from the team code. If any such 

identification or mark, symbol, etc. which has the  effect of identifying the 

team is found on the memorial, then it shall result in instant disqualification. 

A penalty of 1 mark shall be levied in case the memorial is submitted in any 

other format or as a multiple file by the team. 

While sending the softcopy of the memorials in PDF format, please name the 

file pertaining to the Respondent as R accompanied by the team code and name 

the file pertaining to the Petitioner as P accompanied by the team code. For 

example, Respondent of team 06 should name the PDF file as R06. 

Each Team must mail a soft copy of their memorials, in PDF format only, for 

evaluation by 25th March, 2023 before 11:59 P.M. to 

mootcourttmv2023@gmail.com  with the subject Submission of Memorials 

for 3rd Bal Gangadhar Tilak National Moot Court Competition, 2023” 
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GUIDELINES FOR FORMATTING 

1. STRUCTURE OF MEMORIAL 

a. Cover Page 

b. Table of Contents 

c. Index of Authorities  

d. Statement of Jurisdiction 

e. Statement of Facts (Argumentative statement of facts would attract penalties) 

f. Issues raised 

g. Questions of Law/ Summary of Arguments 

h. Arguments Advanced 

i. Prayer 

j. Appendix (Optional) 

 k. Exhibits (Optional). 

Non-compliance with above non optional criteria shall result in penalty of two 

marks for each missing section. 

 

2. TEAM CODE:  

The team code must be ascribed on the top right corner of the cover page.  

 

3. CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

The following content specifications must be strictly adhered to- 

a. Font and Size (General) - Times New Roman, 12 pts 

 b. Line Spacing (General) - 1.5 lines 

c. Font and Size (Footnotes)- Times New Roman, 10 pts   



d. Line Spacing (Footnotes) - Single line 

e. Page Margins -1 inch on all sides 

f. The citation should be in compliance with the 20th edition of Bluebook. 

Speaking footnotes or Endnotes are not allowed. 

 

4. MARKING CRITERIA OF MEMORIALS: 

The maximum scores for the memorials shall be 100 marks: The memorials 

shall be evaluated on the following criteria: 

Knowledge of Law and Facts                    30 Marks 

Proper and Articulate Analysis:        30 Marks 

Extent and Use of Research:          20 Marks 

Clarity and Organization:                     10 Marks 

Grammar and Style:                     10 Marks 

 

 

DRAW OF LOTS 

The Draw of Lots will determine from which side the participant present their 

arguments i.e., Petitioner/Plaintiff or Respondent/Defendant. The Draw of Lots 

will also decide which team you will be competing against (There will be no 

pre-decided fixtures). The team codes will be provided to teams before the 

draw of lots but their sequence of participation will be decided there on. 

 

 

 

 



ORAL ROUNDS 

     A. PRELIMINARY ROUNDS 

 

a. Each team will get a total of 20 minutes to present their case. 

 

b. Each speaker should speak for a minimum of 8 minutes. 

 

c. The time stated above includes the time required for rebuttal and sur-

rebuttal. However, the maximum time taken for rebuttal and sur 

rebuttal shall not exceed 5 minutes. 

Each team shall present one side in this round. Each team will represent 

Petitioner's side or the Respondent' side, in the sequence determined under 

Draw of Lots. The top 10 team based on their Total Preliminary Score in the 

Preliminary Round shall qualify for the Semi-Final Round. Total Preliminary 

score does not include the memorial score. 

B. SEMI FINAL ROUNDS AND FINAL ROUND 
 

a. Each team will get a total of 30 minutes to present their case. 

 

b. One speaker shall not exceed 15 minutes of the total time. 

 

c. The time stated above includes the time required for rebuttal and sur-

rebuttal. 

 

However, the maximum time taken for rebuttal and sur-rebuttal shall be 

not more than   5 minutes. 

This will be a knockout round. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



C. MARKING CRITERIA 

Maximum scores for the oral rounds shall be 100 points per speaker, and 

which shall be judged on the following criteria: 

 

Knowledge of Law 20 Points 

Application of Law to Facts 20 Points 

Response to questions & Articulation 20 Points 

Poise, Courtesy and Demeanor 20 Points 

Time Management 10 Points 

Organization 10 Points 

 

D. General Online Rules:  

1. The oral rounds shall be conducted online on a live video   

conferencing platform. The details of the platform shall be shared 

to the teams via mail. 

2. An Invitation link of the meeting shall be sent to participants on 

their respective email   IDs submitted by them in Registration Form. 

3. The Participants are expected to be seated in a quiet space free 

from any echo and  isolated from any form of disturbances. 

4. The Participants must make sure that the Background is plain and 

sober which does  not disturb the judges. Preference will be given to a 

White background. The participant should be visible in Portrait 

Mode/ Vertical Manner. 

5. The participants should only use their team code as their username 

while joining the meeting room. 

6. All participants should be online at least ten (10) minutes prior to 

the commencement  of their round. 



7. Following are the mandatory system requirements to participate in 

the competition: 

a. Computer/Laptop with a well configured web camera. 

 

b. A stable Internet Connection 

 

c. Headphones or Earplugs that have a working microphone. 

 

8. While in a round, the participants must have their camera on all the 

time. 

9. The participants should unmute their microphone when it is their 

turn to present their arguments, speak or when asked by the judge or 

the Organizers to do so. 

10. The participants should not use group text feature of the 

Organizer's hosting platform to communicate with one another. 

11. No screen sharing is allowed. 

12. The Organizers shall not be responsible for any loss due to slow 

or non-functional  Internet Connection during the Competition. 

13. In any case whatsoever, the decision of the Organizers shall be final 

and binding. 

 

The organizers shall have the rights reserved over all the audio, video or 

submitted memorials and compendium and the organizers are free to use or 

dispose them off in the manner they deem fit. 

 

 

 

 

 



AWARDS AND CERTFICATIONS 

1. Winner of the Final Round will be given the "Best Team" certificate, 

memento and a      cash prize of Rs 7000 

2. Runner-up of the Final Round will be given the "Runner Up" 

certificate, memento     and a cash prize of Rs 4000 

3. Team with the highest memorial scores will be given the "Best 

Memorial" certificate, memento and a cash prize of  Rs 1000 

4. "Best Mooter" award will be given the "Best Mooter" certificate, 

memento and a cash    prize of Rs 1000 

In addition to the above, e-certificates will be issued to all the participants 

within one week from the valedictory function and no prior request shall be 

entertained in any case. 

ANONYMITY 

The counsels shall not state their names during the oral rounds and must use 

the assigned team code for all correspondence. All team members must 

refrain from disclosing the identity of their institutions at any time and in 

any manner during the entire Competition. Non-compliance with this 

Rule will result in immediate disqualification of the team. 

FINALITY OF DECISION 

The decision of the judges with regard to the outcome of the rounds shall be 

final. For all purposes and in any dispute, the decision of the Convener of 

the Organizing Committee of the Competition shall be final and binding. 

 

 

 

 



CLARIFICATION 

Any clarifications regarding competition and the moot problem may 

be sought from the following faculty members 

1. Asst. Prof. Ketki Dalvi - + 91 9922202499 

2. Asst. Prof.  Ramneet Arora - +91 8408857295 

E-mail id- mootcourttmv2023@gmail.com 

Help Desk Time - 9.00 a.m. to 4.00pm.  

Deokar Vrushali- 020-24403102 
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MOOT PROBLEM 

Dr. Bholenath Naik 

v. 

Hon’ble Speaker Lok Sabha 

 

1. Indiana is the largest democratic country in South Asia. It was the colony 

of United Kingdom and imported the concept of Parliamentary 

Democracy from her. Indiana has written Constitution with Independence 

of Judiciary, Separation of Powers and Secularism as its basic features. 

 

2. Indiana’s Parliamentary Democracy is having Multi-Party System. There 

are many national and regional political parties contributing towards 

national politics. Amongst all political parties, National Indiana Congress 

(herein after NIC) and Independent Party of Indiana (herein after IPI) are 

two major political parties. In general election of 2019, IPI got simple 

majority in Lok Sabha which enabled it to establish its government in 

center. 

 

 

3. Considering the simple majority, the ruling party always felt the potential 

threat to its Governmental stability not only from the opposition parties 

but also from some ambitious and unhappy leaders within the party itself. 

Few party leaders especially Dr. Bholenath Naik, a member of Lok Sabha 

and senior leader from IPI was feeling ignored and was not happy with 

way in which he was being treated by the top party leaders. He 

considered that being a mass leader as well as person having strong 

support within the party he actually deserved to be appointed as minister 

but minister ship was not given to him by the party. 

 

4. On 9th  December, 2020, Central Government had proposed The National 

Highway Bill, 2017. Many members of Lok Sabha opposed the proposed 

Bill as they considered the said national highway unnecessary due to the 

availability of alternative state highways. Dr. Bholenath Naik was very 

upset as the proposed national highway was going through some of the 

villages of his constituency. While discussion was going on new Bill in 



Lok Sabha, he protested against the Government policy by saying it went 

against farmer’s interest. He said that the proposed national highway 

would result in the acquisition of thousands of hectares of fertile land. He 

also said that if required, he would lead the farmers of his constituency to 

strongly oppose the proposed project. 

 

5. 27th December 2017 was decided to be the date of voting on the bill. Due 

to the strong opposition from the opponents, for compelling the 

attendance of its party members, the party leader in Lok Sabha, Mr. 

Abhay Thakkar  issued the whip. 

 

6. The bill was passed with narrow majority. While analyzing the results the 

ruling party leader suspected that some of the party members would not 

have voted in favor of bill and found two of its members that is Dr. 

Bholenath Naik and Mr. Dependra Keshav were absent for the voting. 

Taking cognizance of the matter, Mr. Abhay Thakkar issued show cause 

notice to both of them. 

 

7. Both members gave medical reasons to justify their absence. To support 

his contention Mr. Dependra Keshav provided required documents but 

Dr.Bholenath Naik did not provide any documentary proof. 

 

8. After few days, in one television interview, Dr. Bholenath Naik strongly 

criticized the Governmental policy towards farmers. He said that 

Government’s plan to acquire farmers land shows lack of sensitivity on 

the part of Government towards farmers. He further expressed his 

wholehearted support to the people’s fight for the interest of farmers. 

 

9. Mr. Abhay Thakkar forwarded a petition to the Speaker of Lok Sabha Mr. 

M. V. Narayanan and requested him to take action against Dr. Bholenath 

Naik. Both parties were issued the notice and were asked to present their 

side within 5 days. On the 5th day Dr. Bholenath Naik prayed for the 

adjournment but it was rejected. 

 

10. On the basis of the evidences produced by both parties, the Speaker held 

Dr. Bholenath Naik liable for anti-party activities. He said that opposing 

his own party in Lok Sabha, criticizing Governmental policy, publicly in 



an interview and remaining absent for voting after whip issued by party 

leader indicates Dr. Bholenath Naik disloyalty towards the belief and 

agenda of his own party. 

 

11. By relying upon paragraph 2 (b) of the 10th  Schedule of the Constitution, 

Hon’ble Speaker disqualified Dr. Bholenath Naik Lok Sabha 

Memberships. The decision was communicated to Lok Sabha and it was 

published in Lok Sabha Bulletin and Government Gazette. While 

justifying his decision the Speaker said that in country like Indiana, 

political parties should be considered as the blood of Parliamentary set 

up. He further observed that voters gave votes to particular candidate as 

they supported the agenda of that political party which he was 

representing and not merely to an individual candidate. He specifically 

mentioned that expressing views publicly against the own party could 

definitely be construed as anti party act. 

 

12. Dr. Bholenath Naik felt aggrieved and approached Supreme Court. 

Following are some of the points which were raised by him. He genuinely 

considered his stand on proposed bill as rational and in accordance with 

the principles of representative democracy. He felt member of Lok Sabha 

to be accountable to the people of his constituency and not to the party. 

He said that paragraph 2 of the 10th Schedule of the Constitution of 

Indiana empowered the despotic dictates of the party whips and high 

command and it undermines the democratic spirit. 

 

13. Dr. Bholenath Naik further emphasized that freedom of speech and 

expression within the party is essential feature of inner party democracy. 

It was his Parliamentary Privilege under Article 105 of Constitution to 

speak freely in houses of Parliament, but the anti-defection law is 

prohibiting honest and genuine dissent hence it is unconstitutional. He 

further objected the impartiality of the proceeding before the Speaker, 

who in spite of holding the Constitutional post continues membership of 

his original political party which is in this case, Independent Party of 

Indiana. At the same time, he can continue with the office of Speaker 

only with the support of majority. He pointed out that the procedure to 

deal with this type of matter should actually be accordance with the 

procedure governing the post-election dispute. He stressed that the 



purpose and object of the anti-defection law should be to ensure loyalty 

of the member to the electorate and not to the stability of a particular 

Government. 

 

The following issues were framed by the Supreme Court for the argument: 

 

1) Whether the Supreme Court of Indiana has the jurisdiction to 

entertain the present petition? 

2) Whether the Speaker while deciding the matter under the 10th 

Schedule satisfies the requirement of independent adjudicatory 

machinery? 

3) Whether the 10th Schedule of the Constitution prohibiting 

honest and genuine dissent deserves to be declared as 

unconstitutional? 

4) Whether section 2 (b) of the 10th Schedule violates 

Parliamentary Privileges provided under Article 105 of 

Constitution? 

 

 

Note:- 

 Indiana is a democratic Country like India and all Indian 

laws/rules/regulations are similar and applicable to Indiana. 

 Disclaimer – This moot problem is imaginary. Any resemblance with 

any fact, case, person or character is merely coincidental. 

 

 

STUDENT COORDINATORS 

Swayam         +91-7758993020                                                                           

Vivek    +91-9011536182 

Mrinal    +91-7522985498 

Sukeshni        +91-7720916694 

                                             

 
 
For any clarity regarding moot problem, participants can email at 

mootcourttmv2023@gmail.com with subject line, "Regarding 

Clarification in moot problem". No calls will be entertained in this 

matter. 
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